Endogenous opiate system and dihydropyridine-induced central regulation of sympathetic tone in rats.
Intracerebroventricular injections of nicardipine (10 micrograms/kg) to SHR induced hypotension which was suppressed by pretreatment with 6-OHDA. This hypotension was also inhibited by a previous injection of naloxone (100 micrograms/kg i.c.v.) whereas the hypotension induced by intravenously injected nicardipine (10 micrograms/kg) was not changed. It is suggested that the release of endogenous opioids is involved in the sympatho-inhibitory effect of centrally administered dihydropyridine calcium channel antagonists.